Other online ideas for GIS
The following websites are free, easy to use and will quickly allow your pupils to gain some useful practice with ‘GIS’ systems as well being able to collect data to make their own systems using whatever software you have.

HOMECHECK

www.homecheck.co.uk has a variety of options but the simpliest and free one is to simply enter your school’s (or indeed any) postcode into the ‘View Your Area’ box:
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Enter your postcode:

eg: RGS 4HN or EX5 248




You will then receive an overview of that area in terms of Flood warning, subsidence, history of mining, historical land use, pollution and so on.  This data could be marked onto map of area studied to see if any of it has impacted on current or proposed land use etc….

If you use this feature more than once, you will be asked to complete a free registration process.

UP MY STREET

www.upmystreet.com helps you find out everything you could want to know about an area - from actual property prices to the neighbourhood's favourite newspaper.  Again, just a postcode is needed but be prepared to put up with a lot of ‘screen clutter’ and you would be well advised to check that you can access the information you want before letting the children have a go.
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There will be a lot on the screen once the search is completed but look for the salmon-coloured ‘explore’ box on the left hand side and provide a focus for the pupils to search rather than look at all of the links.

